PKEFACE,

THE present Manual has been compiled in the not too fre-
quent leisure from official work, and it has consequently
suffered from the difficulties attendant on discontinuous
thought and research; the reader's indulgence is therefore
requested for imperfections of which the compiler is but too
conscious.

The historical chapter will be found extremely brief; the
reason has been mentioned in a note at the beginning of the
chapter. If the memorial verse regarding Kongu should prove
to be authentic it fills a hiatus hitherto existing in South
Indian Political Geography. Materials for what appeared to
be most desirable in the historical section, viz., a record of
the condition of the country and its inhabitants in succes-
sive centuries, or under successive dynasties, are almost wholly
wanting; some slight sketch, in which the student of history
and society may supply details, has been attempted in this
chapter ad finem^ which may be read with the beginning of
the chapter on Revenue History (Chapter V), with that on
Other Sources of Revenue (Chapter VII) and with the section
on the Ancient Police Systems in Chapter XII. The impossi-
bility of finding materials in the past for gauging progress,
and for elucidating present peculiarities in the character,
condition and customs of the ryots is much to be regretted.
It is possible, however, that the records locally obtained by
Colonel Mackenzie shortly after the assumption of the dis-
trict by the British, may provide materials for research, as
stated in a note at 'the beginning of the historical chapter-

For a sketch of the present condition and characteristics
of the ryot as required by the original scheme for District
Manuals, recorded materials are again wanting; except casual
allusions in Collectors' letters, and a special report in 1839,
there is nothing on record regarding the ryots5 social and
economic position up to date under British rule, and inference
from wsuch facts arid figures as could be obtained was alone
possible for the chapter entitled ** Economic Condition," For